“Trust the people with the truth, all the truth.” –

“The committee chairs who used to be the most experienced
and they are actually discouraged from reaching across lines” Potter
“return to the regular order of doing business.” Either way, it is clear
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The first place prize went to
Santiago Oskandy, a freshman at the
British High School. Oskandy wrote
his essay on the increasing need for
intelligent discussions regarding
immigration, in contrast to
xenophobic comments made by
Donald Trump.
“The more we can see them
[immigrants] as people, with families,
dreams and ambitions like ours, the
more meaningful a discussion we will
have” wrote Oskandy.
Nikol Sofronova, a junior at
Adlai Stevenson High School, took
second place with her essay
investigating the social stigma
attached to darker skin colors and the
advantages that White people enjoy in
our society.
“Fifty years after Martin
Luther King Jr. spoke out against
discrimination, violence has not
disappeared. Today the specific tools
of oppression have altered […] Yet,
while the tools have changed, Blacks
are still callously cut out of the
political process,” Sofronova wrote.

“Trust the people with the truth, all the truth.” – Adlai Ewing
Stevenson II
The third place essay, written
by Conor Kennedy, took on American
foreign policy in the Middle East.
Kennedy, a junior at Libertyville High
School, focused specifically on
defending American interventionism
from its critics’ accusations, such as
the claims that democracy promotion
is imperialistic and ineffective.
“America should by all means
maintain its efforts to democratize
authoritarian countries in the Middle
East and elsewhere. It should just do
Nikol Sofronova came in second
place in the Student Voices Essay
competition

“Race shouldn’t be the
sole descriptor of a
person, it should just
be a minor detail;
simply a stroke in a
painting.”
-Nikol Sofronova
so using a new, healthier paradigm,”
Kennedy wrote.
Each of the competition
winners received a certificate and a cash
prize from the Stevenson Center.
The Stevenson Center wishes to
thank all of the participants who
submitted essays. We look forward to
reading submissions for the second
Student Voices competition, which are
due on March 15, 2017. See our website
in October for more details.
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The Adlai Stevenson Center on Democracy
The Adlai Stevenson Center on Democracy is a non-partisan, not-for-profit
organization housed in the former home of Adlai Stevenson II. The property
is owned and maintained by the Lake County Forest Preserve District and
licensed to the Center. No ivory tower, the goal of the non-ideological Center
is to address challenges to democratic systems of government and conceive
practical solutions to the various problems and issues faced by all nations.
The Center’s Sunday Dialogues address not only local issues, but also topics
of broad concern, including foreign policy, public education, the environment,
and the intersection of media and politics. The ASCD seeks to provide
opportunities for thoughtful discussion on serious issues and access to
compelling ideas and conversation.

Email:
info@stevensoncenterondemocracy.
org
Check out our website or our
Facebook Page for regular updates
on programming.
The Adlai Stevenson Center is an
independent, non-partisan, not-for-profit
organization. The ASCD operates the Adlai E.
Stevenson Historic Home as a licensee of the
Lake County Forest Preserve District. The
license does not imply the District’s
endorsement of specific ASCD positions or
presenters.
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